Incoming Twelfth Graders for the 2022 – 2023 School Year

Parents/Guardians,
The purpose of summer reading is to encourage students to read (or have read aloud) an approved novel
that appeals to their own personal interests, instilling a love of reading as well as increasing literacy
across the district. The following books were chosen based on many criteria, including reading level,
student interest, and more.

Students should choose one book to read over the summer from
the grade-level list below.

Title

Author

Genre

Grendel

John
Gardner

Fiction

Lisa Klein

Fiction Young
Adult

Digital version
- part 1

Synopsis
Grendel is a 1971 novel by the American author John
Gardner. It is a retelling of part of the Old English
poem Beowulf from the perspective of the antagonist,
Grendel. In the novel, Grendel is portrayed as an
antihero.

Digital version
- part 2
Ophelia

He is Hamlet, Prince of Denmark; she is simply
Ophelia. If you think you know their story, think again.
In this reimagining of Shakespeare's famous tragedy, it
is Ophelia who takes center stage. A rowdy,
motherless girl, she grows up at Elsinore Castle to
become the queen's most trusted lady-inwaiting. Ambitious for knowledge and witty as well as
beautiful, Ophelia learns the ways of power in a court
where nothing is as it seems. When she catches the
attention of the captivating, dark-haired Prince
Hamlet, their love blossoms in secret. But bloody
deeds soon turn Denmark into a place of madness, and
Ophelia's happiness is shattered. Ultimately, she must
choose between her love for Hamlet and her own life.
In desperation, Ophelia devises a treacherous plan to

*Teachers may request to add a book to this list by submitting it through the school’s novel selection process.
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escape from Elsinore forever . . . with one very
dangerous secret.

Brave New
World

Aldous
Huxley

Digital version

Science
Fiction

The novel opens in the year 632 A.F. (which means
After Ford). All of civilization has been destroyed by a
great war. Then there is another war, the Nine Years
War, which ushers in the era of Ford, ensuring stability
through dictatorship. The society depicted in the novel
is based on a rigid caste system. The higher of the five
castes enjoy superior tasks, while the lower ones
perform menial roles. Ten Controllers hold all the
power in this new world and peace is maintained by
conditioning infant minds and by soothing adults. The
population is further controlled through scientific
methods; marriage is forbidden, and children are not
born but produced in an embryo factory. Would you
want to live in a world like this?

*Teachers may request to add a book to this list by submitting it through the school’s novel selection process.
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